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I am pleased to report to Members of the Parish Council that I have completed my internal audit of the Parish 
Council’s records for 2019-20 and have been able to complete the Annual Internal Audit Report for the 2019-20 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return. 
 
Members should be aware that the audit tests that I undertook during the audit cannot be relied on to identify 
the occasional omission or insignificant error, nor to disclose breaches of trust or statute, neglect or fraud which 
may have taken place and which it is the responsibility of the Members of the Council to guard against through 
the Parish Council’s internal control procedures. 
 
Members will be pleased to know that I did not find anything major in my financial audit to report and that I 
found the record keeping to be of a good standard and the Parish Council’s approach to the management of risks 
to be sound. As a result of my audit and my discussions with your Clerk I was able to answer ‘YES’ to all the 
relevant questions contained in the Internal Audit Annual Report for 2019-20.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank your clerk for the assistance given to me in the conduct of the audit 
that took place remotely over 11-12 June 2020. 
 
PREVIOUS AUDITS: 
External auditor 2018-19: 
I have not been able to trace a minute indicating that the external auditor’s report was considered by the 
Council. If the report has not been so considered the Council needs to do so at the next meeting and before it 
covers the governance statement. If not possible, then the assertion on the governance statement about audit 
reports must then be "No". 
 
Internal auditor 2018-19: 
I have not seen my predecessor’s report and am unable to follow up any issues raised. 
 
FINDINGS THIS AUDIT: 
During the audit I carried out sufficient work to enable me to complete the Annual Internal Audit Report which 
included reading the minutes and checking the accounting records. The check on accounting records was carried 
out by following the audit trail back from the draft Accounting Statement to the receipts & payments a/c and via 
sample tests to bank statements.  
 
I found all the financial records to be accurate and up to date. There were no unexplained entries in the bank 
reconciliations.  
 
I have noted transactions with the Herdman Bequest charity including a grant in respect of play equipment for 
nearly £27,000. The grant of £26,893.73 included £4,482.29 VAT which has been treated as recoverable. I am 
concerned that Ewhurst PC may not be able to recover the VAT for three possible reasons: 

a) no supplier number,                                                                                                                                                                
b) the payment is described as a grant so VAT won't apply and                                                                                                                                                                                               
c) if the charity has purchased the goods and services in its own name then the Council cannot reclaim the VAT 
because the invoice(s) would not have been addressed to the Council. 

The Council should note that the way round the VAT recovery problem is for the Council to make the 
appropriate purchases itself then donate the asset(s). Note that such donation is subject to being a reasonable 
use of public sector assets. 
 
I have nothing further to report. 
 

Lionel Robbins 
Independent Internal Auditor 

5 July 2020 


